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Briefly	Gorgeous
Performance	Notes: 	
		
Briefly	Gorgeous	may	be	performed	entirely	as	a	solo	work	with	the	percussionist	doubling	on	xylophone
and	electronics.	However,	a	second	performer	may	be	utilized	to	perform	the	sine	wave	part,	and	a	third	may
be	used	to	operate	and	the	electronic	components.	
		
The	electronic	component	consists	of	an	accompanying	MAX	patch	that	is	pre-programmed	with	a	click	
track	that	is	synced	to	performance.	The	patch	provides	varying	degrees	of	digital	delay,	EQ,	compression,
reverb,	and	pre-recorded	playback.	The	electronic	component	is	highly	flexible.	The	creation	and	playback
of	looping	patterns,	granular	synthesis	elements,	and	other	playback	effects	can	either	be	produced	entirely
in	real	time	or	with	the	support	of	the	Max	patch.	Therefore,	the	work	may	be	performed	with	varying
combinations	of	live	performance,	pre-programmed	electronics,	and	a	pre-recorded	tape	in	order	to	suit
the	needs	of	the	individual	performer(s)	or	venue.	
		
The	work	utilizes	overlapping	looping	patterns	that	allows	the	performer	to	execute	and	record	patterns	while
moving	back	and	forth	among	the	xylophone,	the	laptop,	and	a	keyboard	controller	that	may	be	used	to	for
the	sine	wave	part	(if	it	is	not	being	operated	directly	within	the	MAX	patch).	
		
Boxed	text	in	the	score	refers	to	subsection	numbers	that	have	corresponding	settings	within	the	MAX	patch.	
		
Small	note	heads	are	not	performed,	but	rather	serve	as	a	visual	reference	for	another	musical	element.	
		
Performance	Requirements: 	
		
1 .	Laptop	running	MAX.	An	outboard	mixer,	playback	device,	and	comparable	outboard	FX	devices	may	be
used	as	an	alternative	to	the	MAX	patch.	
		
The	primary	xylophone	sound	should	be	natural,	from	the	instrument	itself,	with	enough	amplification	to
balance	and	support	the	electronic	components.	EQ,	light	compression,	and	reverb	may	be	adjusted	as
needed.	The	combined	stereo	mix	of	live	and	electronic	components	is	sent	out	to	speakers.	
		
2.	Audio	interface	with	1–2	pre-amps	and	mono	outputs: 	one	for	xylophone	and	possibly	one	for	sine	wave
part	if	it	is	not	a	USB	device	running	through	the	laptop.	
		
3.	1–3	microphones,	preferably	cardioid	condensers	with	a	flat	frequency	response.	Positioning	may	include
one	microphone	centered	on	xylophone,	or	one	microphone	for	each	the	lower	and	upper	registers	with	or
without	the	addition	of	a	centered	microphone.	
		
4.	Two	high	frequency	response	speakers	and	one	subwoofer.	
		
5.	1–3	headphones,	depending	on	the	number	of	musicians/laptop	operators.	
		
6.	A	USB	keyboard	controller	may	be	used	to	operate	the	sine	wave	part	if	it	is	not	being	done	directly
through	the	MAX	interface.	

for	xylophone	with	electronics	or	optional	tape
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